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Dear Ms. Mulvihill:

The Department of State Police (“Department”) has reviewed your recent public
records request wherein you seek a variety of documents relating to “golf driving ranges
used by state police personnel.” The only documents responsive to your request that the
Department was able to identify are contained in the internal investigative file relative to
the recent, widely reported matter involving the alleged use of Massachusetts Turnpike
structures as “driving ranges.” However, since the Department views the investigation of
the matter as personnel in nature and concerning essentially “non-police” matters, the
documents you seek are not subject to public disclosure pursuant to G.L. c. 4, §7, cl. 26
(c).

In recent years, the Supervisor of Public Records (“Supervisor™) has ruled that
internal police investigations do not per se render those investigative documents public
under the Worcester T&G v. Chief of Police of Worcester ruling. The Supervisor has
determined that the Worcester T&G decision applies to a certain set of circumstances ‘
invelving interaction(s) between 2 citizen and a police office. The Supervisor has
distinguished those cases involving citizen complaints against police officers from those
involving alleged internal “non-police” personnel matters. The Supervisor has concluded
that ““[t]his fact distinguishes this appeal from the Worcester Telegram case which
involved a civilian complaint. (citation omitted). Since the internal affairs report
concerns a non-police matter, the public trust and confidence in the police department is
not affected.” See SPR04/144 at p. 3. Accordingly, the documents are personnel in
nature and are not subject to public disclosure.

Based upon the foregoing, the Department denies your public records request. If
there is a specific or particuiar document you are seeking seek, please so advise in
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