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It seems to happen all too often that the person who typIcally has the most to Bey Is at a loss for words

et the times when they're most Cl'uclal.With all the hours of scrutIny end conver5~tlon-- whIch gave way

to endless Introspective co~lt8tlon-- on the topic of my recent arrest, ] ImagIned my thoughts woUld

readily coalescewhen It camedown to translatingthem Into thl!l paper.In truth, I eV~1n had e senseof

I leal for the opportunity to recountmy experiencenear FenwayParktwo Sundaysago. Here I sIt though,
I
I countless hours and pints of caffeine later,wIth b~rely a paragraph typed out.
I
I'

In feeble defense, I have been considerably out of pr8ctlc:e with assigned Wrltlng ror a good while now,

"nd certainly (along wIth the fellow IndividualsassignedthIs paper) am addressing 1'Inew and rather

IntImidating audience. With the onset of the fall semester, my life became unremittIngly consumed with

making ert and exploring creative processes at the Massachusetts College of Art and Design. Studying and

crel.ltlngart at a higher level Qfeducation has unmistakably proved to be the most InspIring and

:hl!lll~nglng,oftan grueling, undertakIng in my IIfej my passion has ripened to be my priority.

I held that same Incentive and reverence for my work on Sunday, October 211t wh~n I was drrested on

'ark Dr. after I!IRed Sox baseball game, Ironically, my exposure to th~ sport exceed a One~SB1':I60nlong

,out when I Joined the team In grade school. Never having been a sports fan and In need of a decent

,Ight's rest, I umJ~5umlngly retIred e8rly to bed the night or the Red Sox ACLS game rather then watch

TlYfirst bageball game on television, Around 12:30 a.m., I was awoken by my exuberant roommates and

Iccepted the Invitation to join them for a short walk to the Fenway.
! .

~Ii I observed the late night specteacle from the sidewalk, I 9tood both in shock lit thll egregious revelry
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and bewildered by the deuntlng lJnd ostensIbly over.exhausted police pre5ence. r contempillted the power.

dIchotomy I s~w between the pollc:~!nd the policed, mildly entertained by the whole spree but unsure

why1 hl!!d sacrificed91eepfor 9ports fllnatlcg'brouhaha.

I' Slightlypa6t 1:00 I!.m, the amusement h8d e)(plred, the police opened the rO!:ldsand the mas!'> relocated

to the green adjacent landmarkcenter. AntlclplItlnglellvlng momentZlrlly after being lit the site for under 21

half hour, I stood solitary on the 51dewPllk,removed from any larger or rowdy groups, In keepIng with the

unusuallty of the evening, r was fInIshing the tail end of B friend's cigarette despite not beIng i'Ssmoker

(for which I'll be deliverIng a grave apologyto my parents) whenI mov~dto the outer corner of the

sidewalk to allow for a relatively small groupor on-root riot pollee, the exact number I can't recall, to

..

pass.A

rter approximately three offIcers passed by me , Xwas alBrmed when a male officer In the line shouted

hostility at me to get out of the way. BeIngstuck between the roadway (which, as I mentIoned, had been

re.opened for automobiles) and the pollee officers who had alreadypassed me and happened to be

ste.ndlng on the grass edge of the sidewalk pr8ventlng me from pas9lng, I was unable to relocate myself

ahd bec!lme dlstresgedly confused when 1 simultaneously.he~rd the !lame officer shout "That's enou~h,

lJrrest her," while the remall1lng officers crowded around me. A wave of anxiety and disorientation

overcame me and I had a strong sense of b@lngboth vIolated and handled In an unnecessarily hostile

mllnner. Two officars, liS I recall, both white malesDfsubstantialsIze,continuedto force me racedown to

the sidewalk lInd zip-tIedmy wrlst9 with excessive force which resulted In bruIsIng of my rl~ht hip bane

and a rib. Whilethis was happening, I askfld the ofrfc@r9In ~ con91derablycalm manner, "Why am I being

arrested?" to which I don't recall !:Ilipeclflc or rl'!spectful response other than varloull exasperated and

antagonistIc retorts mllrked with II sarcZlstlc tone. In reactIon to feeling as though 1 had been subjected to

m8nh~ndllng and em Invalid arrest, especIally given the size of the officers In rel!tlon to me, stated,

"Pleasestop, you1re using too much force" which had no effect on the way the ofl'lcers h8ndled m~. One

of the offlcer.9,Gavin~#11689, markedhisnamelInd badgenumberon my for-earrn with red Ink. It

set!!msthe majorIty of those arrested on the ~lIme nIght had the S8m6 ar-restlng officer.

Thfl entIre ordeal of my arrest must have taken less than 3 minutes from the time I stepped to the edge

of the sidewalkuntil I Wi!l5Iescorted Into the polleevan with another wornlln~pprox:lmately my age. I felt

it IncomprehensIble that I was en route to the pollee station about to spend my night in a jail cell, For

fiotne time I was stunned and had dlrrlculty reeling anything bul bitterness as I felt my arrest wag unjust.

Ai the repercussIons of mIsdemeanor ch~rges began to materlal1l6 In my head, I considered how I should

...
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ha~e presupposed the possibility of a d~ngerous situation, especially wIth the fatal violence following the

2004 Red Sox game.

I lived the r~Qtof th~ night reduced to a fraction of myself. The pollel!!I5tetlotl I arrIved et seeml!!dthe

moat InhoSlplt8bleenv1t'onmentone could enter. ConsIdering the mortifying conditions, regrett8ble choIces,

Zlnd stlrled existences endured by prisoners across the country, J h8Vl!!to ebl!shedly descrIbe my own

experience. After belnCjjex:posedto this pl~ce of the justice system though, despite It's lesser lICitrlngency

In comparison with IZ2rgerprisons, crImes, I'Jnd crlmlmsls, I feel as though I can be91n to undl!!retlJndthe

acute horror It Is to actually serve tIme Imprisoned. The paperwork proceedings, fingerprintIng, and

photographs leading up to being escorted to my cell made me feel completely numb Inside and detached

from society outside the conflnes of the cement walls. Upon entering my cell, whl!lt remlllning dignity I

had we, stripped clean when 1 was 8sked to show my chest to the guard In case I was conce~llng; as I

pr~8sl!d my ear Into the cell's telephone receiver lInd tried desperately to contact anyone, each attempt

ending In a lost calli a5 I Illid my body downagainst the treellng, herd cement bench 8nd tried Irrationally

to forget where I was; aB I urinated In the horribly ~Qly steel toilet, demezmed 8S the sound6 f!choed

throughout the deed walls,

I felt a gloom heavIer than any load I've carried on my backor In my heart thBt has alrel!ldy worked to

effect me. I finally got In touch with my older 9lster, Meryn,when the bail commissioner BrrlvBdand

pli'.lced II phone call on his own cell phone.] felt a neW low as 1 slumped outside to meat her: It was

around 4:30 a.m. and she had e test In only a rew hours and here I was, feeling selfish and overcome

with guilt for her disappointment In me.

As I C;8me to, 1 managedto objectivelyd~8crrbethe situation to my sister and parents, while the media

took the liberty of disclosing the Information to a hgndtul of other family and friends before I was able to.

Since my recognlz8ncl!I, I have been stru~glitl~ with the decision of my plea, and heve resolved to plead

guilty to my chP.lrges of disorderly conduct l!Ilthough 1 vIew this Itlstance as an extraneous exercise of

power on the part of the police. I am living, studying, and working In Bostonto for the purpose of

focu:llng all my energies on ~rt'stlc endeavors and excellingIn school, and have concluded that I lack

I!Jpproprl!!lte resources and time to devote to a continued trial In my favor. Through choosing to plead

guilty, I 8m also constructing 8n "greement with myself to have reverence for police and power entities,

but relse a voice if the usa of pow~r becomes unjust. ...


